
Typical Schedule for the Master’s Program in Biochemistry 

 

General Requirements 

 

You will need to complete 30 semester hours with a B average (GPA 3.0) to graduate.  If you have an 

assistantship, you will need to maintain a GPA of 3.0 at all times to keep the assistantship.  To complete the 

program in two years, you will need to take 7-8 credits in each semester excluding Summer.  You do not 

need to register for any courses during the Summer Semester, unless you graduate during Summer.  The 

following courses are required:   

 

Core courses:  CHE 556 Biochemistry I (3 credits) 

CHE 557 Biochemistry II (3 credits) 

CHE 656 Enzyme Mechanisms (3 credits) 

CHE 663 Spectroscopy of Biomolecules (3 credits) 

 

Seminar courses: CHE 601 Graduate Seminar I (1 credit) 

CHE 602 Graduate Seminar II (1 credit) 

You are expected to attend all posted seminars for the entire time of graduate study, even during 

semesters you are not enrolled in a seminar course. 

 

Research course: CHE 699 Thesis (up to 6 credits) 

 

Electives and additional research: (10 or more credits) 

You will need to take 10 semester hours of electives and research.  One of these must be a 

Chemistry Core course (CHE 553, CHE 632, CHE 641, or CHE 661).  Research Problems (CHE 680), 

which will get you started on research, can be taken for up to 6 hours.  You will need to take at least one 

elective course in biochemistry, chemistry, or biochemistry-related areas. 

 

Introduction to Seminar: 

Most students will need to audit CHE 401, Chemistry Seminar Introduction (for no credit), unless 

equivalent experience has been acquired previously.   

 

Suggested Schedule for Completion in Two Years 

 

First Year, Fall Semester: 

 Take two courses from CHE 556, CHE 656, or an elective. 

 Take one credit of “Introduction to Graduate Research” as CHE 691.  You will meet to discuss 

general aspects of research and will choose a research director.  You will need to talk to at least four 

professors about research and make your choice of research director by the first Friday in December. 

 Attend all Friday seminars.  You will continue to attend all seminars in future semesters. 

 

First Year, Spring Semester: 

 Take two courses from CHE 557, CHE 663, or an elective. 

 Take one or 2-3 credits of CHE 680 and start your research under the supervision of your research 

director (registering under his or her section). 

 Begin work on your research proposal. 

 Choose your thesis committee.  This will consist of your research director and two other professors. 

 

First Year, Summer Semester: 

 Work full time on your research and finish writing your research proposal.  Plan to submit your 

research proposal to your committee by the first week of classes. 



 

Second Year, Fall Semester: 

 Take one or two courses (core course you have not yet taken or electives). 

 Take CHE 601 which will comprise the oral defense of your thesis proposal, which will take place 

by the end of September. 

 Take CHE 680 and/or CHE 699 to complete a full course load of 7-8 credits. 

 

 

Second Year, Spring Semester: 

 Fill out your Plan of Study and have the Director of Graduate Studies sign it.  Give a copy to your 

research director and keep a copy yourself. 

 If you plan to graduate in May you must register for graduation within the first week of the 

semester.  Turn your Plan of Study in to the Graduate School at the time you apply to graduate. 

(However most students do not graduate until Summer.) 

 Take any core or elective course you still need to take. 

 Take CHE 602 and present a seminar on your research or prepare the seminar for Summer 

presentation.**  

 Take CHE 699 and/or CHE 680 to complete the 30 credits you need for your degree (perhaps save 

one credit of CHE 699 for summer). 

 Complete your research and begin writing your thesis early in the semester. 

** Many students enroll in CHE602 with the knowledge they will postpone their talk to the summer, 

thereby receiving an Incomplete (I) grade for the spring  After the presentation is given in the Summer the 

“I” grade is changed to the appropriate letter grade.  It is set up this way to ensure students can enroll full-

time in the spring; having 602 available in the spring keeps the door open for graduating that semester; and 

finally 602 is not typically offered as a course in the summer because of sporadic faculty schedules.    

 

Second Year, Summer Semester: 

 Finish writing your thesis 

 Take one credit of CHE 699 or CHE 801 (Thesis Extension), since you must be registered during the 

semester in which you graduate.  

 Your committee must have a final draft of your thesis at least 24 days before the thesis is due at the 

Graduate School.  

 You must turn in your final thesis to the Graduate School by the deadline – there are no exceptions. 

 To graduate in August, you must register for graduation within the first week of the Summer 

Semester.  Turn your Study Plan in to the Graduate School at the time you apply to graduate. 
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